s -y

EP 0969 164 A3

Europaisches Patentamt

(19) .0) European Patent Office

Office européen des brevets

(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
02.02.2000 Bulletin 2000/05

(43) Date of publication A2:
05.01.2000 Bulletin 2000/01

(21) Application number: 99203328.2

(22) Date of filing: 29.04.1994

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

O

(1) EP 0969 164 A3

c< >
(51) Int. CL.7: EQ4F 15/04

(84) Designated Contracting States:

(71) Applicant: Valinge Aluminium AB

ATBECHDEDKES FRGBGRIEITLILUMCNL 260 40 Viken (SE)
PT SE
(72) Inventor: Pervan, Tony
(30) Priority: 10.05.1993 SE 9301595 170 72 Solna (SE)
(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in | (74) Representative: Giver, Séren Bo
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: Awapatent AB,
99202903.3 / 0 969 163 P.O. Box 5117
98201555.4/ 0877 130 200 71 Malmé (SE)
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floor

(57)  Theinvention relates to a system for laying and
mechanically joining building panels, especially thin,
hard, floating floors. Adjacent joint edges (3, 4) of two
panels (1, 2) engage each other to provide a first
mechanical connection locking the joint edges (3, 4)ina
first direction (D1) perpendicular to the principal plane
of the panels. In each joint, there is further provided a
strip (6) which is integrated with one joint edge (3) and
which projects behind the other joint edge (4). The strip

Fig. 5

(6) has an upwardly protruding locking element (8)
engaging in a locking groove (14) in the rear side (16) of
the other joint edge (4) to fo'rm a second mechanical
connegction locking the panels (1, 2) in a second direc-
tion (D2) parallel to the principal plane of the panels and
at right angles to the joint. Both the first and the second
mechanical connection allow mutual displacement of
joined panels (1, 2) in the direction of the joint.
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